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Exalting Christ.

Denying Ourselves.

Loving our Neighbors.

Letter from the Pastor
Being a Healthy, Happy, and Effective Church
Many of you may have heard of the famous West-Coast burger joint called In-N-Out Burger.
Since their founding, they have committed to doing a few things better than everyone else. If
you visit one of their restaurants, you will find only three things on their menu: burgers, fries,
and drinks. They do them extremely well, and they are unapologetic about that!
As a church, we need to do the same thing. It’s so easy for a church to want to do everything so
that we have everything to offer to everyone. When you do that, you do nothing well or with
excellence. Our goal is to be In-N-Out, not Denny’s (not that there is anything wrong with
Denny’s).
So, what does it mean to be a Healthy, Happy, and Effective Church? Here are a few broad
categories that I think we need to adopt as our mindset in order to move in that direction:
1) Celebrate our strengths while not ignoring our weaknesses
God has gifted us uniquely, and so we need to recognize those things and put our efforts
towards doing those things as well and with as much excellence as we can.
2) Reject culturally imposed definitions of success
We need to define “success” outside of size, numbers, and money. What are the biblical
expectations of the church? Are we using the way God has gifted us to serve his Kingdom? Are
members of our church becoming more spiritually mature, more faithful, and more active in
God’s work?
3) Become comfortable with self-evaluation, experimenting, failing, and change
We need to not be afraid to see what’s really going on: what’s not working, what needs
improvement, and what needs to be done away with? We need to feel free to try new things to
see how they work, and be ok if they don’t work. We need to be comfortable with changing the
things that are not serving the vision and mission of the church.
4) We need to be a place where everyone has a part to play, and everyone is expected to play
a part

We need to see a high and growing percentage of people who are active in the life of the
church, and seeking to become leaders. There is no “Junior Varsity” in the church. Everyone
needs to be on the field.
5) We need to focus on health rather than growth.
Churches can grow without being healthy because they are doing things simply to attract
people, but they are not deepening their spiritual development. And, healthy churches may
not grow in numbers, because unhealthy people leave because they want a church where they
don’t have to grow. Our focus must be on faithfulness over numbers.
6) We need to have a clear vision
Healthy churches know who they are, where they are going, and what to do to get there. Their
time, talent, and resources are focused towards that vision, and they do not do things that
don’t support and encourage that vision. They are good stewards of the work God has given
them.
So, let’s be a Healthy, Happy, and Effective Church. Let’s focus on what God has gifted us to
do, let’s be engaged in that work together, and let’s not be afraid to venture into uncharted
waters as we follow our faithful and all-powerful King Jesus!
For His Kingdom,
Jeremy McNeill
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church
Bucyrus, OH
(256)-652-7823

Discipleship Groups

Being a disciple of Jesus means becoming someone who learns, obeys, trusts, and gives their
life over to the Lordship of Christ. Discipleship is not just the “learning” process, but the
active engagement in the work of God in the world. Our Christianity cannot start and stop on
Sunday—it is an ongoing reality, the totality of our life, as one who lives in this world. In order
to better equip the people of our church for this work, we will be offering Discipleship Groups
on Tuesday nights from 6-7pm. These will alternate every week between women and men. The
groups will begin meeting with the women at Marcia Stout’s home (215 S. Kibler St., New
Washington, OH 44854) on Nov. 6th. The following week the men will meet in the Parlor at
the church.
We will be reading a book called Learning Evangelism From Jesus. Another pastor and
professor at Covenant Theological Seminary says this about the book: “ In this work, Jerram
invites us to follow Jesus' example in seeking the lost… The fruit of those years of evangelistic
experience comes to expression here for our benefit as he traces Jesus' interaction in the
Gospels with various individuals and groups, as he goes about his business of seeking and
saving the lost. Each retelling brims with exegetical insight and existential grasp of what's
going on at the time, followed by a section on 'learning from Jesus' that is full of practical
wisdom, encouragement, and contemporary challenge. The whole book fairly breathes the
Spirit of Christ, which is only to be expected from Jerram (as he is known to one and all) who
embodies so well in his own life the example of Jesus."
Join us as we grow together, and join in Christ’s work to “seek and save the lost!”

Committee Schedule
Author of Life Book Club
The Author of Life Book Club will resume November 1st, @ 6:00 at Dorothy Watts
home.

Youth Group
The First Presbyterian Youth group will meet on Sunday, November 11th, @ 1:00 PM.

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee will meet Monday, November 12th, @ 9:30 AM at the church.

Presbyterian Women
The Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday, November 13th, @ 12:00 PM, at
Pisanello’s. The business meeting and Bible study will follow in Fellowship Hall.

Deacons Meeting
The Deacon's will meet Wednesday, November 14th @ 5:00 PM in Fellowship
Hall.

Gamma Delta
Gamma Delta will meet on Wednesday, November 14th, @ 12:00 PM. Danny Nickler
and Bob Thompson will be hosting a potluck lunch.

Session Meeting
The Session meeting will be on Thursday, November 15th, @ 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall.
This will include the Deacons.

Presbyterian Men
The Presbyterian Men's group meets each Friday @ 7:00 AM, at the Pelican . All men of
FPC are invited to attend.

Daylight Savings Time Ends November 4th
Remember to set your clocks back the night before
Check Website Calendar for any changes.
www.firstpresbucyrus.org

 In Our Prayers
Surgery, Injury, and/or Recuperating:
Mary Lou Hastings, Sue Headley, Kathy Randall,
Norm Campbell, Jennifer Roshon, Judy Diederich,
Marcia Dobbins,
Shut-Ins:
Margaret Price, Grace Kearns, Glenn & Jeannie
Gibson, Mary Kiess
Cancer
Nancy Crum
Jeff Reser
Steve Hoover
Jim Krieg (Friend of Chuck Fancourt)
Susan Murphey (Jan Fulton's cousin)
Sue Napier (friend of Kathy Bardon)
Wendy Owen (friend of Barb Price)
Bruce Price, in remission (Dan's brother)
Ruthie Robinson (friend of Gennie Rios)
Ann Pokopac (Kathy Bardon's sister)
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Patti Bardon
Aaron Wilson
Duane Rios
Jamie Greenick
Gwendolyn Rose Collene
Dave Hablitzel
Carol Griffith
Carson Britton
Mary Ann Basinger
Hannah Mutchler
Julie Wells

Happy Anniversary

Members, Family and Friends of Members:
Cheryl Phillips, surgery (Sam & Judy Eichhorn's
Daughter)
Maddie Hubble (Jan Fulton's grandniece)
Bruce Betz (Kelli Patterson's step-father)
Jeri Hargis' granddaughter Brooke for back surgery
John Scott (Kathy Bardon's relative)
Michael Cole (son of John & Phyllis Cole)
Connie Watts grandson Kade
Sharon Roth (friend of Kathy Bardon)
Cody Howard (friend of Ashleigh Helbert)
Florence Cooper (Vickie Ahlefeld's mother)
Sandy Will (Carrie Diebler's mother)
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Military:
John T. Ballinger III, Cody Gibson, Keagan Rios, Levi
Diebler, Jason Hahn, Daron Watts, Zach Wilson,
John Bacon, Todd Loy, Brydan Lohr

04 – Dave & Deb Hablitzel
Beth Barton, Danny Nickler
11 - Dave & Deb Hablitzel
Marcia Stout, Cindy Inscho
18 - Dave & Deb Hablitzel

Special Prayer Request for
The Family of Kennedy Sharrock

Prayer Requests
Add to Prayer Requests _____ Remove from
Prayer Request _____
Prayers are needed for:
_______________________________
Member ___
Member’s family____
Friend
of member___
___________________________________
____________
Requested by:
________________________________

Deacon of the Month: Kelli Patterson
Elder of the Month: Dave Hablitzel

Ron & Marcia Burkhart
Jared and Brooke Young
Scott and Mary Lou Hastings

Children's Time
04 – Brooke Young
11 - Beth Barton
18 - Sam Rager
25 - Joe Collene

Ushers/Greeters

25 - Dave & Deb Hablitzel
Alan & Michelle Bacon

Liturgists
04 - Tasha Nickler
11 18 – Al Fulton
25 - Marcia Stout

Alter Flowers
04 11 18 25 -

Kathy Bardon
Al & Jan Fulton
Chet Johnson
Tom & Marcia Heminger

Clerk’s Corner
November 2018
Communion - with communion being
served on October 7 and October 28
(Reformation Sunday), no communion
will be served on November 3 unless
otherwise determined.
Veterans’ Day is November 11 and our
service will be a special service of mostly
music featuring Connie Pelton and our own
musical church members.
Mission Committee Meeting - will be
Saturday, November 17 at the home of Dan
and Barb Price.
We are in need of someone taking over the
“Community Meal” for November 17. This
could be the usual Thanksgiving meal Mary
Lou spearheaded or a meal of your choice.
Please let us know if you are willing to do
this.
Caroling - Reminder…We will once again
be singing Christmas carols to shut-ins and
residents in nursing homes. We are looking
at Saturday, December 1 and Sunday,
December 2 with hot chocolate being
served after caroling.
Christmas Eve Service - will be Monday,
December 24 with “Lessons and Carols”
being arranged by Julie, Anya and Pastor
Jeremy.

Meals on Wheels

Looking for someone to help with Meals on
Wheels 1 day every other month, on
Wednesday (a total of 6 days a year). Easy
route on Beal Ave., Kettle Run and
Ridgewood apartments, 15-20 meals, takes
about 1 hour from 11:00-12:00. If you are
interested please call Gennie Rios @ 419562-6034.

Mission Committee Report

Operation Christmas Child: Shoebox
Collection Sundays will be November 4th
& 11th. The Missions Team has budgeted
enough money to cover the $9 shipping
expense per box. Our goal to have 100 filled
Shoeboxes to deliver on Tuesday, November
13th. Happy Packing!
Salvation Army Pantry Drive: NonPerishable foods will be collected
November 4th, November 11th and
18th. We will deliver items to Salvation
Army, on Tuesday, November 20th.
Blanket Sunday: Blanket Sunday donation
drive will be in January 2019. Donation
collection’s will be Jan. 13, 20, & 27th.
Blessings…Barb Price

Thank you

A huge thank you to my church family and
especially the Deacons for all your support
and prayers during Denny's illness and
passing. Thank you for the delicious meal
after services and the hard work. It has been
a tough 1 ½ year. Especially thank you to
those of you who stayed with Denny or drove
him to hospital visits “Stars in your crowns.”
The kindness, love and prayers kept us all
uplifted.
I love you all,
Hugs & Blessings
Dorothy

Thank you

Dear First Presbyterian church; On behalf of
the Crawford County Council on Aging
Board of Trustees, I would like to thank you
for your generous donation of $775.00 to the
meals on Wheels program. The frail and
elderly in our county will benefit greatly
from this donation. Please accept our
sincere gratitude for this thoughtful
donation.
Respectfully,
Cassie Herschler
Executive Director

Spooktacular Thank You

Dear Church Family,
A big THANK YOU to everyone who
made Spooktacular such a success!
The children as well as the adults had a
wonderful time and were happy to see
Bucyrus come together for a city-wide
event!
There were a lot of things for the children
to do and great fellowship for everyone!
Thanks again for all of your prayers,
candy and open trunks!
May God continue to richly bless each
and every one of us,
Tami Robinson

Doll History

These beautiful dolls came to visit on
October 12th. Pat Keener and her husband
from Tallmadge, Ohio were driving through
Bucyrus and wanted to stop by the church to
show us the dolls that she has had for a very
long time. The dolls were in great condition
and the middle doll had a hand stitched
black velvet cape and the original tag
attached. If anyone would like to talk to
Mrs. Keener please call the office, her
address is available.

Fall Community News

Men's Breakfast

Wednesday, November 14th
7:00 am
Bucyrus Community Hospital Cafeteria
Doug Lessells, Founder and President of
FanMug, will be the guest speaker at the
men’s Community Breakfast on Wednesday,
November 14, 2018 at 7:00 a.m. The
breakfast will take place at the Bucyrus
Community Hospital Cafeteria. Ladies are
more than welcome to attend.

Santa Parade
The Santa Parade will be on November
16th @ 6:00 PM this year. If anyone in
interested in getting a group together to
represent First Presbyterian Church call
419-562-6159.

Youth News

Why do we have a
Cornucopia at Thanksgiving?
One of the most popular decorations for
Thanksgiving is the cornucopia, a hornshaped wicker basket filled with various seasonal
fruits, vegetables, nuts and flowers. It is a
symbol of an abundant harvest for which the
Pilgrims were giving thanks during the first
Thanksgiving. Though most Americans
associate the cornucopia with the
Thanksgiving holiday, but it was around long
before Columbus sailed to America.

Thanksgiving Traditions
The first Thanksgiving in the United States
was held at Plymouth in 1621. This feast was
prompted by a good harvest and celebrated
by pilgrims and puritans, Indians were also
invited to the first Thanksgiving, which was
celebrated for three days.
It was written that the colonists had hunted
wild turkeys during the autumn of 1621 and
since turkey is a uniquely American (and
scrumptious) bird, it gained traction as
the Thanksgiving meal of choice for
Americans. President Abraham Lincoln
declared Thanksgiving a national holiday in
1863.
Now Thanksgiving Day is traditionally a day
for families and friends to get together for a
special meal. The meal often includes a
turkey, stuffing, potatoes, cranberry sauce,
gravy, pumpkin pie, and
vegetables. Thanksgiving Day is a time for
many people to give thanks for what they
have.

Give Thanks to the Lord,
for He is good.
His Love endures forever!
Psalm 136:1
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