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Exalting Christ.

Denying Ourselves.

Loving our Neighbors.

It’s Time to Start Praying
Why do we pray? Do we pray so that we will get our requests answered? Do we pray in order
to let God know what is going on in our lives? Do we pray so that we might seek to convince
God to act in a certain way?
No, those are not the reasons we are to pray. We are called to be a praying people because we
are a weak people. Humans, left to their own desires, do not seek what God desires. Like a
child who wants to eat nothing but sweets, so are we when we seek things according to our
own sinful wills.
God calls us to pray not because he wants us to convince him, or to prove to him that what we
want is really important, but because he knows that the only way that we can live a life
according to his good will and pleasure is to seek his wisdom.
This is why Jesus teaches us to pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven.” It is because the desire of the Christian should be to see what God wants, and what
God desires, accomplished in our midst. It is the same reason that Jesus, on the night he was
betrayed, prayed that if there was any other way for God to accomplish his purposes outside of
being crucified, that the Father would choose that course of action instead. But Jesus followed
that request with, “Yet not my will, but yours be done.” It was the very purpose of Jesus to do
the Father’s will.
Prayer is not about getting God on the same page with us, but about us getting on the same
page with God’s holy, perfect, and sovereign will. It is about us become the kind of people who
desire to seek and do God’s will in our lives in obedience and faithfulness. R.C. Sproul said it
this way:
What is the goal of the Christian life? Godliness born of obedience to Christ.
Obedience unlocks the riches of the Christian experience. Prayer is what
prompts and nurtures obedience, putting the heart into the proper “frame of
mind” to desire obedience.
Prayer puts us in communion with the source of all knowledge, wisdom, holiness, and
strength. In Romans 8:26-27 the Apostle Paul tells us, “ Likewise the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes

for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”
Why does the Spirit intercede for us? Because we do not often know what to pray for. And
what does the Spirit pray for? The will of God!
Church, it’s time to start praying. It’s time to give ourselves to this communion with God. It is
time to seek his face for our lives and for our church.
I’ll end with this quote from Pastor Tim Keller:
“Prayer is the only entryway into genuine self-knowledge. It is also the main
way we experience deep change—the reordering of our loves. Prayer is how
God gives us so many of the unimaginable things he has for us. Indeed, prayer
makes it safe for God to give us many of the things we most desire. It is the
way we know God, the way we finally treat God as God. Prayer is simply the
key to everything we need to do and be in life.”
Jeremy McNeill
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church
Bucyrus, Ohio 44820
256-6652-7823

Author of Life Book Club
The Author of Life Book Club will meet February 7th, at Dorothy Watts home

Presbyterian Women
The Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday, February 12th, @ 12:00 PM.

Deacons Meeting
The Deacon's will meet Wednesday, February 13th @ 5:00 PM in Fellowship
Hall.

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee will meet Monday, February 18th, @ 9:30 AM at the church.

Session Meeting
The Session meeting will be on Thursday, February 12st, @ 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall.

Gamma Delta
Gamma Delta will resume their meetings in March.

Presbyterian Men
The Presbyterian Men's group meets each Friday @ 7:00 AM, at the Pelican . All men of
FPC are invited to attend.

Book Study/Discipleship Group
The Women's Discipleship Group will meet February 5th and 19th, at Marcia Stout's
home.
The Men's Discipleship Group will meet February 12th and 26th at the church. These
meetings will be at 6:00 PM.

Check the Church Website Calendar for any changes.
www.firstpresbucyrus.org

 In Our Prayers
Surgery, Injury, and/or Recuperating:
Tami Robinson, Mary Lou Hastings, Sue
Headley, Norm Campbell, Marcia Dobbins,
Shut-Ins:
Glenn & Jeannie Gibson, Grace Kearns,
Mary Kiess,
Margaret Price
Cancer
Nancy Crum
Steve Hoover
Brooke Lane (Kelli Patterson's cousin)
Susan Murphey (Jan Fulton's cousin)
Wendy Owen (friend of Barb Price)
Ann Pokopac (Kathy Bardon's sister)
Bruce Price, in remission (Dan's brother)
Ruthie Robinson (friend of Gennie Rios)
Members, Family and Friends of
Members:
John Cole
Marcia Burkhart’s son
Jennifer Roshon
Pastor Jeremy's niece Cali
John Mongerson (Friend of Gary Irwin)
Brett Erwin (Anya Schell's son)
John Scott (Kathy Bardon's relative)
Michael Cole (son of John & Phyllis Cole)
Connie Watts grandson Kade
Sharon Roth (friend of Kathy Bardon)
Cody Howard (friend of Ashleigh Helbert)
Florence Cooper (Vickie Ahlefeld's mother)
Sandy Will (Carrie Diebler's mother)
Military:
John T. Ballinger III, Cody Gibson, Keagan
Rios, Levi Diebler, Jason Hahn, Daron
Watts, Zach Wilson, John Bacon, Todd Loy,
Brydan Lohr
Prayer Requests
Add to Prayer Requests _____ Remove
from Prayer Request ____ Prayers are
needed for:
__________________________
Member ___ Member’s Family ___ Friend
of Member ___
Requested by: ___________________

Happy Birthday
9
10
19
22
24
25
26

Mollie Butterfield
Beth Cotsmire
Nancy Crum
Noah Thomas Goldfuss
Marcia Heminger
Joyce Rarick
Phyllis Cole

Ushers/Greeters

03- Phyllis & Don Reed
Tom & Marcia Heminger
10- Phyllis & Don Reed
Dave & Debbie Hablitzel
17- Phyllis & Don Reed
Kathy Bryne & Carrie Diebler
24 - Phyllis & Don Reed,
Carrie Diebler & Kelli Patterson

Liturgist
03 10 – Carrie Diebler
17 - Dave Hablitzel
24 - Al Fulton

Flowers
03 10 17 - Judy Rhode
24 Deacon of the Month: Danny Nickler
Elder of the Month: Phyllis Reed

First Presbyterian News

Mission Team
Neighbors helping Neighbors

The Annual Meeting
and Lunch
The Annual Meeting will be held on
February 17th following worship
service, in Fellowship Hall and will
include a lunch – more information
to follow on the lunch.
Please have all reports to the office
by February 8th, but it would be
greatly appreciated if they were in
much sooner.

Christian Education
Volunteers are needed to help with
Children's 2nd Hour. Child
Protection laws require 2 adults to
be with children at all times so we
need a lot of help. Curriculum will
be provided for you. There is an
annual mandatory background
check require that is paid for by the
church. All you have to do is go to
the sheriff's office, fill out a form
and you will be electronically
fingerprinted. The church is
required to keep the forms with
results on file at all time. We
appreciate all of our volunteers.
Thanks,
Joe Collene, Christian Ed
Chairperson

In our community we have multiple
churches organizing meals for those who are
hungry. The meals are on different days and
different times. Some of the churches are
noticing a trend of less people coming for the
meals, and they are also noticing they have
less volunteers to help with these meals. As
you may know, First Presbyterian has
stopped doing the third Saturday lunch
meal…primarily for the lack of volunteers.
This is something that just happens. I was
contacted by Good Hope Lutheran Church to
see if First Presbyterian Church would be
willing to help with their meals. They have a
meal every Wednesday at 5 p.m. They also
have a clothing closet that is run by
volunteers. Alan Basinger and I visited one
Wednesday to see how our church could
help. Good Hope runs a very well organized
program. They have an average of 50 meals
they provided each Wednesday. They are not
asking for a ton of our time. Just enough to
help them out, so that their own volunteers
do not get burnt out; understandably.
The program is ran in such a way, that one
volunteers for a specific duty. For instance,
they have several cooking teams that rotate
cooking the meals. Each team may cook a
total of 5 to 6 meals a year. That’s not bad
considering they serve every Wednesday.
Other duties may include serving, doing
dishes, help with the clothing closet,
delivering a couple meals to those who
cannot get out, work the drink station, pass
out desserts…every duty is broken down in
such a way that it does not task anyone with
having to do everything.
If you are interested in volunteering please
contact Larry or Sheila Shutler at 419-5627262. You can also email them at
l_sshutler@yahoo.com.
I ask everyone in the church to prayerfully
consider volunteering.
Barb Price
Mission Chairperson

Treasurer's Message
The end of the year Giving Statements have
been mailed out. If you did not receive yours
or there is a discrepancy please contact me
at 419- 561-0263.
Thank you,
Jan Fulton

Author of Life Book Club

The Author of Life Book Club meets the first
Thursday of each month beginning
February 7, 2019 @ 6:30 at Dorothy Watts
home. They will begin reading “A Prayer
for Owen Meany” by John Irving. All
ladies are welcome, contact Dorothy Watts,
Judy Diederich, or Nancy Crum if you are
interested.

B.O.R.N.
Due to the expectation of extended severe
winter weather. BORN is publishing a
Public Warming Center notification to
help those who are exposed to extreme
temperatures. Please share this
announcement.
WARMING CENTERS:
Bucyrus Fire Department – open 24 hours
Bucyrus Public Library
Mon – Thurs 9:00 AM – 8:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM
Saturday 10:00 AM- 2:00 PM
Sunday Closed.
We are also collecting blankets, hats,
gloves, non-perishable food items, water,
towels, wash clothes as well as
hygiene products to distribute as needed.
BORN has housed over 15 families in the last
7 days. Please help us, help others!
Anyone needing emergency shelter
assistance outside of these hours,
please contact the Crawford Co.
Sheriff @419-562-7906 or Bucyrus
Police Dept @ 419-562-1006.

HomeCare Matters
Men's Breakfast

The February Men's Breakfast will be
February 13th @ 7:00 AM in the Bucyrus
Community Hospital Cafeteria. The speaker
this month will be Kyle Snyder. Kyle is an
Ohio State Buckeye American Freestyle
Wrestler, the youngest Olympic Gold
Medalist and the youngest World Champion
in American Wrestling History. Please join
us and bring a friend.

Search your heart and/or ask a friend to do
the same... We have exciting new
opportunities evolving in our Volunteer
Program and we hop you will be as excited
as we are. We want to develop a core crew
that can help with creating a cheer team that
will; send out or deliver cards to our Hospice
patients, show a spouse how to balance their
checkbook, provide classes for basic
shopping and cooing, deliver supplies to a
Hospice patient or just sit with a patient
once a week or when needed. Please check
your schedule and see if you have just a few
hours a month to help. If so, please call
Mary, our Volunteer Coordinator at 419468-7985

Youth News

Greetings from
Pickwick Place

The Pickwick Place is pleased to
announce a choice of two upcoming
Christian Women's Retreats for
the greater Bucyrus area, “Running
on Empty on February 8, from 68:00 PM and “The Way of the
Wilderness” on February 9 from
9-1:00. Both events will be filled
with a celebration of grace-filled
women of all ages and stages while
enjoying speaker Carla Gasser,
Worshiping together, and sharing
food with friends. It is an event that
women of our community will not
want to miss! There are sign-up sheets
at the back of the church.
Pickwick is also going to be offering
Sunday Brunch in the Loft, catered by
Emily's Kitchen February 10th and
March 10th from 11:00 – 2:00. The
cost is $15 for adults and $7.00 for
kids under 10. Kids 4 and under are
free.

Nehemiah and the Wall
Nehemiah lived in the city of Susa and
worked in King Artaxerxes’ palace. He was a
special helper to the king. Everyday
Nehemiah faithfully served the King.
One day, Nehemiah’s brother came to visit.
He told Nehemiah some sad news about the
city of Jerusalem where their family had
once lived. His brother said, “The wall and
gates surrounding the city are all fallen
down. The people are in trouble.”
This news troubled Nehemiah. He wanted to
help, but he didn’t know how—so he prayed
and asked God what he should do.
Later, when Nehemiah was serving King
Artaxerxes, the king noticed that Nehemiah
looked sad. He asked Nehemiah why he was
so sad. Nehemiah told the king, “The city
where my people lived has been destroyed
and the gates are torn down.”
The king asked Nehemiah what he wanted to
do. Nehemiah prayed and asked God what to
say to the king. Then he said, “Please let me
go home and rebuild Jerusalem’s wall and
gates.” The king wanted to help Nehemiah,
so he allowed him to go to Jerusalem to
work to repair the city. He even helped
Nehemiah get the lumber he would need.
When Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem, he
rode around the city to see what needed to
be done. Then he told the people he had
returned to Jerusalem to rebuild its wall and
gates. He also told them he would need lots
of help.
People from all over helped with this huge
building project. Imagine it with me. “Bang!
Bang! Bang!” went the hammers. “Buzz!
Buzz! Buzz!” went the saws. The people
worked hard, and in 52 days the wall and

gates were finished. The people celebrated
and worshiped God because now they had a
secure wall and strong gates around their
city.
Nehemiah was thankful that God had used
him to help do this important work.
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