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Exalting Christ.     Denying Ourselves.   Loving our Neighbors.

The Power of Simplicity
 
The Reformation was a drastic turn in the trajectory of the Christian Church. Year after year, the 
Catholic Church added layer upon extra-biblical layer to the growing list of “must-dos” in order to be 
saved. On top of that, it used the fear of failure to lure people into dependence upon the Pope and the 
ordinances of the church in order to have any hope for salvation. Soon, people could exchange money 
for forgiveness, not only for themselves, but for dead relatives. And, in many cases, the gospel was all 
but ignored. 
 
On that fateful day on October 31, 1517, the then monk Martin Luther went to nail his 95 theses to the 
door at the church in Wittenberg, Germany. Luther had been toiling over the apparent corruption and 
false teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, and being a skilled scholar and writer, took up his pen 
to write something that he hoped would spark conversations and some honest soul-searching. It did 
far more than that, however.
 
But, why October 31st? Was it just a random day he decided to do this? No. It was very intentional. 
November 1st held a special place in the church calendar as All Saints’ Day. On November 1, 1517, a 
massive exhibit of newly acquired relics would be on display in Wittenberg. Pilgrims would come from 
all over and bow before the relics in order to take hundreds, if not thousands, of years off time in 
purgatory. With the Holy Spirit working in Luther, he was angered by this false practice, and was 
motivated to act on behalf of the Gospel. 
 
One of Luther’s 95 theses simply states, “The Church’s true treasure is the gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
Simple, yes. But not lacking in power or profundity. This simple statement that the church’s treasure is
not the Pope in Rome, or the relics, or the cathedrals, or the mass, or the Vatican, or anything else 
other than Christ crucified was a direct attack to the heart of the Roman Catholic Church. 
 
Stephen Nichols put it like this: “The church had lost sight of the gospel because it had long ago 
papered over the pages of God’s Word with layer upon layer of tradition. Tradition always brings 
about systems of works, of earning your way back to God. It was true of the Pharisees, and it was 
true of medieval Roman Catholicism. Didn’t Christ Himself say, ‘My yoke is easy and my burden is 
light?’ Reformation Day celebrates the joyful beauty of the liberating gospel of Jesus Christ.”
 
It is the power of simplicity, of the single ray of light shining in through the darkness. And that is 
precisely what Reformation Day is all about—it is the remembrance of the church coming back to the 
glorious doctrines of justification by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, for the glory of 
God alone.  May this simple truth, that we need nothing but Christ, continually pierce us to the heart, 
and may we continually be reformed by the Gospel of Jesus. 
For His Kingdom, Jeremy McNeill, Pastor, First Presbyterian Church



Group and Committee Dates for   November

Author of Life Book Club 
The Author of Life Book Club will meet Thursday, November 7, @ 6:30 PM at 
Dorothy Watts home. 

Presbyterian Women
The Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday, November 12,  @ 10:30 AM at 
Dorothy Watts home.

Gamma Delta
Gamma Delta will  meet on Wednesday, November 13, @ 12:30 PM in 
Fellowship Hall.  Jeff Reser will give an update on the Tree City Process at 1:30.
This will be a Potluck, bring your own table service.

Deacons Meeting
The  Deacon's will meet  Wednesday, November 13, @ 5:00 PM in 
Fellowship Hall.

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee will meet Monday, November 18, @ 9:30 AM at the church.

Session Meeting
The Session meeting will be on Thursday, November 21, @ 6:00 PM in 
Fellowship Hall. 

Mission Team
The Mission Team will be meet on Saturday, November 23rd,  9:00 AM @ Barb Price's 
home.

Presbyterian Men
The Presbyterian Men's group meets each Friday @ 7:00 AM, at the Pelican .  All 
men of FPC are invited to attend.

Daylight Savings Time
Ends November 3  rd   

 Check  the Church Website Calendar for any changes.
www.firstpresbucyrus.org

http://www.firstpresbucyrus.org/


Happy Birthday 
4  Patti Bardon 
8  Aaron Wilson, 
10 Duane Rios 
11 Jamie Greenick  
12 Gwendolyn Rose Collene 
15 Dave Hablitzel 
16 Carol Griffith 
22 Carson Britton 
28 Mary Ann Basinger, 

            Hannah Mutchler    
           Julie Wells

Anniversaries
 1 Ron & Marcia Burkhart
10 Jared and Brooke Young 
14 Scott and Mary Lou Hastings  

Flowers
03  Kathy Bardon
10   Al & Jan Fulton
17  Chet Johnston
24 

Prayer Hour
Join us every Sunday evening for 
Prayers, Communion and coffee.

November Deacon:  Sue Irwin
November Elder:  Barb Price

Baby Gift for McNeill's
We are putting a Baby Gift Basket together 
for Jeremy & Mary's new baby boy.  If you 
would like to add a gift or gift card to the 
basket please contact Barb Price 419-569-
2772.

The office will be closed  November 27 
through 29. If you have any information for 
the bulletin please have it to the office by 
November 21st.

In Our Prayers
Surgery, Injury, and/or Recuperating: 
Dave Hablitzel,Duane Watts, Joyce Hahn, 
Chuck Fancort, Marv Hauenstein, Sam 
Eichhorn, Norm Campbell, Bob Downing, 
Judy Eichhorn, Tami Robinson.
 
Shut-Ins: 
Mary Lou Hastings, Sue Headley, Glenn 
Gibson, Grace Kearns, Mary Kiess, 
Margaret Price, Marcia Dobbins
 
Cancer 
Steve Hoover
Zachary Fisher (Sue Irwin’s nephew)
Bruce Betz (Kelli Patterson’s stepdad)
Eileen Anderson (Greg & Sharon Northrup’s 
daughter)
Susan Murphey (Jan Fulton's cousin)
Ann Pokopac (Kathy Bardon's sister)
Ellen Andrews (Kathy Bardon’s cousin)
Bruce Price, in remission (Dan's brother)
Ruthie Robinson (friend of Gennie Rios)
 
Members, Family and Friends of 
Members: 
Sylvia Lane (Kelli Patterson's Grandma)
Jo Anne Johns (Donna Watts mom)
Michelle Holcomb (Lori Rager’s cousin)
Gary Waugh (Gennie Rios' cousin)
Brett Erwin (Anya Schell's son)
John Scott (Kathy Bardon's relative)
Cody Howard (friend of Ashleigh Helbert)
Florence Cooper (Vickie Ahlefeld's mother)
Sandy Will (Carrie Diebler's mother) 
 
Military: 
John T. Ballinger III, Cody Gibson, Keagan 
Rios, Levi Diebler, Jason Hahn, Daron 
Watts, Zach Wilson, John Bacon, Todd Loy, 
Brydan Lohr 

 Special Prayers for the Hablitzel
family for the loss of Debbie's Aunt,

Mary Vaughn
Prayer Requests

 Prayers are needed for: 
____________________________ 
Member ___  Family___  Friend ___
Remove Prayer request:  
__________________ _________  
Requested by: 
____________________________



November Ushers/Greeters
03 – Dan & Barb Price

Ronda & Victoria Hoerig
10 -   Dan & Barb Price

Tom & Marcia Heminger
17 -   Dan & Barb Price

Dave & Debbie Hablitzel
24 -   Dan & Barb Price

Tami Robinson & Beth Barton

First Presbyterian News
Third Quarter Financial

Summary
 Below you will find the 3rd Quarter 
Financial  Summary.   I have included 
percentages so  that you can see that we are 
close to the 75% we should be at, ¾ of the 
way through our year. Please note that 
Pledges alone do not support  our budget.  In
fact, this year we pledged a total of $115,000 
toward our $200,000 budget or 57.5%.  We 
have to transfer money from our 
investments to support our annual budget.  
As you can see by the * below,  we basically
need investment monies to support 
the OPERATING side of our budget.
 This includes utilities,  insurance, general 
maintenance, cleaning supplies, office 
supplies, postage, etc.  Please consider this 
information when making your 2020 
pledge.  I am always happy to answer
your questions.  Jan Fulton, Treasurer
 
INCOME:  $143,969.52 or 72%
Beginning Balance  $ 9,184.00
Pledged Income     88,765.77
Unpledged Income    10,458.00
Plate          2,484.75
*Investment Transfer      30,000.00
Other Income                              3,077.00  

EXPENSES: $141,742.40 or 71%
Pastor Salary/Benefits        $  57,608.93
Staff Salary                   36,572.24
*Operating              32,225.63
Programming                              6,202.60
Transfer to Missions                  8,620.00
Other Expense                             1,512.90
NET INCOME:                 $    2,226.85 +

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much to everyone who made 
Spooktacular a success again this year for 
the children in our area.
We all had a lot of fun handing out candy, 
pretzels, pencils and other treats and it was 
nice having new people among us.
We could never do this without the help of 
everyone.

Thanks again,
Tami Robinson

Church Security
Session members have discussed the 
possibility of putting a security team 
together in the near future.  They would like 
to have 4 to 5 volunteers that would be 
interested in being part of that team.  
The purpose of the Security Team 
would be to:
First, evaluate our needs and make 
recommendations to the Session concerning 
how to make our church safer (both in the 
sanctuary and nursery during church 
services -- and -- throughout the week 
during staff working hours).  Second to 
develop, communicate and implement an 
Action Plan in the event of an emergency 
(including fires, health emergencies, natural 
disasters or aggressive intruders).  Third, 
to enlist (and keep updated) church 
members willing to actively be a part of the 
Action Plan and ensure they are given the 
proper training.

If you are interested and would like more 
information please contact Al Fulton at 419-
563-8277 or afulton@rrohio.com or Tim 
Kauble  @ 740-751-3354 for more 
information.  Thank you, Al Fulton

mailto:afulton@rrohio.com


Mission Team 

The Shoebox Program started the first 
Sunday in October and will end November
17.  Plenty of empty shoe boxes are available 
in the back of the sanctuary and ready to be 
filled.  Filled boxes will be stored in the 
library room to the right of the piano. There 
are also envelopes in the pews if you would 
like to make a donation toward the purchase 
of items for additional shoeboxes.

Salvation Army  - bushel baskets will be 
available at the front of the sanctuary for 
non-perishable  food items starting 
November 10 through November 24. 

Presbyterian Women

Thank you
The Presbyterian Women would like to 
thank everyone that donated items to the 
Aid-A-Village in Guatemala. Your donations 
are greatly appreciated. 

Baby Bottle Campaign The Voice of Hope
Pregnancy & Family Center is sponsoring a 
Baby Bottle Campaign.  They are asking 
churches in the area to take a provided baby 
bottle, fill it with coin for a donation.  This is 
an easy way for our congregation to help 
support the outreach ministry of Voice of 
Hope.  The campaign will run from 
September 29th to December 31st.  If you
have any questions please contact Gennie 
Rios 419-562-6034.

 

Men's Breakfast
The Men's Breakfast will be Wednesday, 
Wednesday, November 13,  @ 7:00 AM 
in the Bucyrus Community Hospital.  The
speaker will be JD Bergman, Executive 
director of “inTeam,” Sports 
Analyst/BigTen Network & ESPN, 
Olympic Wrestler for Team USA at the 
2010 & 2013 World Championships. 
Devotion will be by William E. White, 
former NFL & OSU Football player. 

BORN
BORN Blessing Bags – If you would like 
to donate items to Born for the Blessing bags
there is a basket in the vestibule area. This 
will continue through the winter months, 
items will be delivered once a month. Need: 
Volunteers (Call us 419.562.2150 to make 
arrangements), Copy Paper, Stamps, Card 
stock, #10 envelopes, Toilet paper, Bottled 
water, Individual snacks, Hot hands and feet
pads, Socks, Tents,  Sleeping bags, Hats 
Gloves & Scarves




