
The Presbyterian

A Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church
125 South Poplar Street, Bucyrus, OH  44820

February 2020

Exalting Christ.     Denying Ourselves.   Loving our Neighbors.

Becoming Who We Always Were
             I remember the first time I was actually challenged to sit down and take an inventory of my life.
I was told to take a survey about 300 questions long. In that survey, I was asked questions about how I 
spend my time, and what I prefer doing. I was asked about where I felt I was most gifted, and what 
things I found myself doing the most. After the test was complete, I was shocked to realize that so 
much of what I had been doing did not fit into the gifting of who I was. Now, I know there are times 
when we all have to do things we don’t feel gifted in doing out of necessity. But God has given us gifts, 
and those gifts are to be stewarded for His glory. 
            In the same way, churches and other organizations also have “personalities” and “gifts.” Because
we are the body of Christ, not only do different individuals within the church have different gifts, but 
also different local expressions of the church have different gifts. The leadership of our church has 
been asking the question, “who ARE we?” That is, “What is the unique gifting God has given us as the 
people of God, as a local expression of the invisible whole?”
            Through discernment, conversation, prayer, and help from Presbytery’s Church Revitalization 
team, we realized that who we have been all along, and who we should focus our church on being, is a 
beacon of biblical hospitality. The word hospitality comes from the Greek word meaning “love for the 
stranger.” It is not nice things we do for our friends, but the love we pour out on those who are not 
currently part of the family, welcoming people into our midst and making room at the table for them. 
            In light of this, the question then becomes, “is what we are currently doing in agreement with 
our church’s vision of biblical hospitality?” Bill Rasch, the Presbytery official who came and lead us in 
this conversation, challenged us to think about the non-essential things we hold as essential. The only 
essential things are the Gospel and the Scriptures, which we can never negotiate on. The non-
essentials, therefore, must serve the essentials through the gifting God has given us. 
            As Dan Price mentioned during his Stewardship Moment, plans are underway to update the 
Heritage Room and the Chapel into a multipurpose space: A Welcome Center, an informal worship 
space, and a gathering/fellowship space. We want to encourage people not to simply “sit then split,” 
but to engage in deep and meaningful relationships with each other and with the church as a whole. 
This is possible when we create a culture and a habit of hospitality—of taking time to sit and engage 
and care about anyone and everyone who comes in our midst. 
            So this, along with other decisions in the future, are being viewed through the question, “Does 
this support and encourage what God has called us to be? Does this support or fit into our vision for 
radical biblical hospitality?” My prayer for you, and the prayer I hope you join me in, is that we begin 
individually by asking, “How can I be a welcoming person? How can I practice hospitality in my life 
and in my church?” 
 
 
For His Kingdom, 
Rev. Jeremy McNeill
First Presbyterian Church
Bucyrus, OH



Group and Committee Dates 

Author of Life Book Club 
The Author of Life Book Club will meet Thursday, February 6, @ 6:30 PM at 
Dorothy Watts home. 

Presbyterian Women
The Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday, February 11,  @ 10:30 AM 

Deacons Meeting
The  Deacon's will meet  Wednesday, February 12, @ 5:00 PM in 
Fellowship Hall.

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee will meet Monday, February 17, @ 9:30 AM at the church.

Session Meeting
The Session meeting will be on Thursday, February 20, @ 6:00 PM in 
Fellowship Hall. 

Gamma Delta
Gamma Delta will  resume meetings in March.

Presbyterian Men
The Presbyterian Men's group meets each Friday @ 7:00 AM, at the Pelican .  All 
men of FPC are invited to attend.

Discipleship Groups
The Women's group will meet at 6:15 for prayers followed at 6:30 for the book study 
on  February 4 & 18.   The Men's Discipleship Group will meet at 7:00 PM on 
February 11 & 25.

Wednesday Night Prayer Service
Please join us Wednesday evening @ 6:30 for Fellowship, Music and Prayer Service.

 Check  the Church Website Calendar for any changes.
www.firstpresbucyrus.org

http://www.firstpresbucyrus.org/


Happy Birthday 
4 Marcia Dishon
10 Beth Cotsmire 
19 Nancy Crum 
22 Noah Thomas Goldfuss 
24 Marcia Heminger 
25 Joyce Rarick
26 Phyllis Cole 

 

February Ushers/Greeters
02 – Duane & Connie Watts

Danny Nickler & Gary Irwin
09 – Duane & Connie Watts

Ronda & Victoria Hoerig
16 – Duane & Connie Watts

Tom & Marcia Heminger
23 Duane & Connie Watts

Carrie Diebler & Carol Griffith

 February Deacon:  
02 – Caroline Campbell
09 – Kelli Patterson
16 – Tasha Nickler
23  - Sue Irwin

February Elder:  Duane Watts

Flowers
02 -
09 – Tami Robinson
16  -  Judy Rhode
23 - 

Annual Congregational
Meeting

The Annual Congregation 
meeting will be held on February 
2, 2020, following worship 
service.

In Our Prayers
Surgery, Injury, and/or Recuperating:
Duane Watts, Joyce Hahn, Marv 
Hauenstein, Sam Eichhorn, Norm Campbell,
Judy Eichhorn, Bob Downing
 
Shut-Ins: 
Mary Lou Hastings, Sue Headley, Glenn 
Gibson, Grace Kearns, Mary Kiess, 
Margaret Price, Marcia Dobbins
 
Cancer 
Steve Hoover
Bruce Betz (Kelli Patterson’s stepdad)
Susan Murphey (Jan Fulton's cousin)
Ann Pokopac (Kathy Bardon's sister)
Ellen Andrews (Kathy Bardon’s cousin)
Bruce Price, in remission (Dan's brother)
Ruthie Robinson (friend of Gennie Rios)
 
Members, Family and Friends of 
Members: 
Michelle Holcomb
Jim Hunt, Music Director at St. Pauls
Jamie Carver, Bucyrus Police Officer
Sylvia Lane (Kelli Patterson’s grandmother)
Jo Anne Johns (Donna Watts mom)
Michelle Holcomb (Lori Rager’s cousin)
Gary Waugh (Gennie Rios' cousin)
John Scott (Kathy Bardon's relative)
Cody Howard (friend of Ashleigh Helbert)
Florence Cooper (Vickie Ahlefeld's mother)
Sandy Will (Carrie Diebler's mother) 
 
Military: 
John T. Ballinger III, Cody Gibson, Keagan 
Rios, Levi Diebler, Daron Watts, Zach 
Wilson, Brydan Lohr 

Prayer Requests
 

Prayers are needed for: ____________ 
Member __ Family__ Friend __
Remove Prayer request: 
______________________________
Requested by: 
_________________________________



First Presbyterian News

TREASURERS REPORT
2019 End of Year FINANCIAL 
SUMMARY:

INCOME: $199,251.92
Beginning Balance $     9,184.00
Pledge Offering    115,101.77
Unpledged Offering      13,822.00
Plate Offering        3,204.81
Investment Transfer      50,000.00
Other Income        7,939.34

EXPENSES:          ($195,810.85)
Staff Salaries $   46,912.38
Pastor Salary/Benefits                76,616.75
Operating     47,546.20
Programming       8,447.70
Transfer to Mission     11,500.00
Other Expenses                   4,787.82

NET INCOME: $    3,441.07

In 2019, we received $115,000.00 in pledged 
income, which translates into 57.5% of the 
income that was needed to support our expenses 
for the year.  $50,000.00 was used from 
our investment portfolio to supplement 
the income needed for 2019.  
In 2020, $117,844.00 has been pledged to 
support our budget of $207,850.00.  This pledge
figure is approximately 56.5% of the income we 
will need.  This deficit means that we will need 
to use more than $64,000.00 from our 
investment portfolio to support our 
general fund budget.
One way you can help reduce our deficit this 
year, is to pay your personal Per Member Asking 
(PMA) of $36.00 for every active member of 
your household – including confirmed children.  
Our total 2020 PMA for our congregation will be
approximately $3,000.00.  Please consider 
assisting us in this area of financial support.  
Checks can be made out to the First Presbyterian
Church and placed in the offering plate on 
Sunday.  Please designate “PMA” in the memo 
portion of your check.

Jan Fulton, Treasurer
419/561-0263

Mission Team 
BLANKET FUND:

 The Mission Committee has set a goal of 
$600.00 for Church World Service Blanket 
Fund this year.  To date we have received 
$390.00 toward that goal.  This Sunday, 
February 2nd, will be the last Sunday to 
donate toward this very worthwhile mission 
project.  Please help us meet our goal.  
Blanket envelopes may be found in the pew 
holders.  Checks can be made out to First 
Presbyterian Church with “Blankets” noted 
in the memo portion.  Place your 
contribution in the offering plate.

Thank you,
Jan Fulton, Treasurer 

Young Adults

  

Just a reminder that applications for 
the 2020 First Presbyterian Church 
Scholarships are available beginning 
February 1st.  The scholarship 
application can be found on the 
church website, 
www.firstpresbucyrus.org or you may 
call the church office for a copy.  
Applications are due in the church 
office by April 15th.  Scholarships will 
be presented at a worship service in 
May.  If you have any questions, 
please call Tami Robinson at 419/562-
1732.

http://www.firstpresbucyrus.org/


Men's Breakfast
Allen DeGraffenreid, former Wide Receiver 
at The Ohio State University, to speak at the 
Men’s Community Breakfast.
Allen DeGraffenreid also played for the 
Cincinnati Bengals.  The breakfast will take 
place at the Bucyrus Community Hospital 
Cafeteria on Wednesday, February 12, 2020 
at 7:00 am.  Ladies are more than welcome 
to attend the breakfast.

Allen DeGraffenreid is a proud graduate of 
Princeton High school. Played Wide 
Receiver at The Ohio State University for 
five years.  he was soon seen playing for the 
Cincinnati Bengals.

Allen works as a supply chain and 
Operations Manager at the Amazon 
Columbus Branch.  Beyond his work life, he 
is a Board Member for “2nd and 7 
Foundation”, a nonprofit organization to 
improve literacy rates among elementary 
school children.  He frequently attends 
readings and other fundraising events.

Passion Play at
Bucyrus Nazarene Church

The Nazarene Church is preparing for 
the annual North Central Ohio 
Passion Play.  Because this is a 
community event, they are extending 
an invitation to join them & become a 
part of this music and drama 
presentation.  Rehearsals will begin 
on Sunday, February 2.  If you are 
interested call:  Drama roles – Nicky 
419-563-9609, Orchestra – Keith 615-
479-3319 or to sing join them on 
Sunday 02-02 @ 5:00-6:00 PM.
Keith Showalter, 615-479-3319.

 BORN

IF: BUCYRUS 2020
The IF: BUCYRUS 2020 WOMEN'S 
CONFERENCE will be held April 3 & 4 
at the First Alliance Church, 1955 Hopley 
Ave. The event cost is $15.00 per person.
To register call BORN at 419-562-2150 or
go to 
HTTPS://IFBUCYRUS.IFLOCAL.COM. 
FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT THE 
FACEBOOK EVENT @ IF BUCYRUS 
2020 WOMEN'S CONFERENCE.

Born Spring Fling 
The BORN Spring Fling  Vendor & Craft 
Show will be held May 9th, from 10:00 to 
3:00 PM, at Bucyrus Nazarene Church, 
2165 State Rout 4.  Admission is Free.  
Door prizes every hour.

 

Social Security Scam Protection
Scammers are pretending to be government 
employees. They will try to scare you and 
trick you into giving them your personal 
information and money.  They may threaten 
you or your family and may demand 
immediate payment to avoid arrest or other 
legal action.
If you receive a suspicious call:

1. Hang up
2. Do Not give them money or personal 

information!
3. Report the scam at OIG.SSA.GOV!

Social Security may call you but will never:
Threaten you, suspend your Social Security 
Number, Demand immediate payment from 
you or require payment by cash, gift card, 
pre-paid debit card or wire transfer.

 

https://IFBUCYRUS.IFLOCAL.COM/
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