
The Presbyterian 

A Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church 

125 South Poplar Street, Bucyrus, OH  44820 

August 2020 

 

Exalting Christ.     Denying Ourselves.   Loving our Neighbors. 

 

 

To Mask or Not to Mask 

Hello Church Family,  
 
As many of you are well aware, Gov. Mike DeWine has issued a statewide facemask mandate 
beginning July 23, 2020 at 6 PM. With the number of reported cases on the rise nationwide, he 
has felt this action to be necessary. Whether or not you agree with this policy is not of primary 
concern right now. As usual, we will not let a thing like facemasks divide our loving family of 
faith. We will support each other and respect each other in dealing with this issue. As our de-
nominational motto states: In the essentials, unity. In the non-essentials, liberty. In all things, 
charity.  
 
I simply want to inform you of what the Governor has communicated, and remind you to keep 
the safety measures that we have put in place.  
 
Here is what the order states: 

- Mask must be worn in any indoor location that is not a residence, or when individuals are out-
doors and unable to maintain a distance of 6 feet or more. 

- The mask ordinance does not apply to anyone under the age of 10 
- the following individuals are exempt from wearing a mask: 

 
o Those with a medical condition or a disability, or those communicating with someone with a 

disability 
o Those who are actively exercising or playing sports 
o Those who are officiants at religious services 
o Those who are actively involved in public safety 
o Those who are actively eating or drinking. 

 
We ask everyone to abide by this in good conscience. If you are not wearing a mask, we will 
assume that there is a health issue which exemptions you from wearing it. Due to HIPAA regu-
lations, we are not able to ask about or verify any medical condition you may have.  
 
A few other reminders of things we are asking of our congregants: 

1) Please remain in your seats during the service, unless you must go to the restroom.  
2) If you go to the restroom, please use the cleaning supplies provided per the instructions 

printed in each restroom.  
3) Parents, please help your children understand why they need to stay in their pews during wor-

ship. I know this is difficult, so perhaps allow them to bring something to do during service.  
4) Please sit on the proper sides of the pews, and only sit with your own family.  



 
We all hoped that this would have passed over by now, but no one knew for certain. We want to 
be able to continue worshipping in person, so please help us as much as you can to maintain 
these safe practices. May God bless you! 
 
For His Kingdom,  
Rev. Jeremy McNeill 
First Presbyterian Church 
Bucyrus, OH 
 

 

Group and Committee Dates 
Please check with the Host or Committee  

Chairperson for information. 

 

Author of Life Book Club 

The Author of Life Book Club to be announced 

 

Finance Committee 
The Finance Committee will continue to correspond by email through August. 

 

Deacons Meeting 
The Deacons will meet Wednesday, August 12, @ 5:00 PM in Fellowship 
Hall. 

 

Session Meeting 
The Session meeting will be on Thursday, August 20, @ 6:00 PM in Fellowship 
Hall. 

 

Presbyterian Men 
The Presbyterian Men's group meets each Friday @ 7:00 AM, at the Pelican.  All 
men of FPC are invited to attend. 
 

Discipleship Groups 
Women’s Discipleship group has resumed and will be meeting August 4 & 18, at 6:00 
PM for prayer and discussion at 6:30.  Men’s Discipleship group will meet on August 
11 & 25, at 7:00 PM.  Both groups are meeting at the church. 

 
 
 

Worship Service is available on the website or live on Facebook  

www.firstpresbucyrus.org 
 

http://www.firstpresbucyrus.org/
http://www.firstpresbucyrus.org/


 

    

Happy Birthday 

3 Dan Price  
7 Ashleigh (Black) Helbert,  
    Brooke Young  
11 Carrie Diebler  
12 Joey Rager  
14 Carissa Diebler Massey 

18 Ed Dolch  
20 Tom Britton  
22 Tom Rarick 
25 Dorothy Watts  
29 Spencer Mutchler  

 

 Happy Anniversary 

 5 Lori and Charles Rager  
8 Gary and Susan Irwin 

22 Leon and Carrie Diebler 
 

Greeters 
Aug 2 –  
Aug 9 –  
Aug 16 –  
Aug 23 –  
Aug 30 -    
 

Deacon of the month: 
 Elder of the month: Al Fulton 

 

Flowers   
 02 – Gary & Susan Irwin 
 09 – Lori Rager 
 16 –  
 23 – Tami Robinson 

30 – Tom & Marcia Heminger 

 

 

Surgery, Injury, and/or Recuperating 
Chet Johnston, Don Reed, Norm Campbell, 
Brenda Mutchler, Duane Watts, Joyce Hahn, 
Marv Hauenstein, Judy Eichhorn 
  
Shut-Ins 
Mary Lou Hastings, Sue Headley, Glenn Gibson, 
Grace Kearns, Mary Kiess, Marcia Dobbins, 
Rodger and Jenni Murphy 
  
Cancer 
Annette Cheney, a friend of Kathy Bardon 
Jay Owen, Barb Price’s Son 
Crosby Hieber, 5 years old, great grandson of 
Mary Kiess 
Steve Hoover 
Bruce Betz, Kelli Patterson’s stepdad 
Ann Pokopac, Kathy Bardon's sister 
Ellen Andrews, Kathy Bardon’s cousin 
Bruce Price, Dan's brother 
Ruthie Robinson, friend of Gennie Rios 
  
Members, Family & Friends of Members 
Maddie & Britney Hubble, Jan Fulton’s niece & 
her mom 
Bill Irwin, Gary Irwin’s brother 
Jim Hunt, Music Director at St. Pauls 
Jamie Carver, Bucyrus Police Officer 
Sylvia Lane, Kelli Patterson’s grandmother 
Jo Anne Johns, Donna Watts’s mom 
Florence Cooper, Vickie Ahlefeld's mother 
Sandy Will, Carrie Diebler's mother 
Bob Downing 
 
Military 
John T. Ballinger III, Cody Gibson, Keagan Rios, 
Levi Diebler, Daron Watts, Zach Wilson, Brydan 
Lohr 
 

 

 



First Presbyterian News 
Session for July 23 

Building & Grounds – Several trees were 
trimmed and 2 trees were removed on July 
22. 
The Heritage Room is temporarily on hold. 
The Asphalt Paving of the parking lot and 
upper drive are on hold. 
Christian Education – The Discipleship 
groups will be completing their current book 
and begin a new book in September (see ar-
ticle below). 
 

Finance 
Semi-annual offering statements will not be 
going out but if you are interested in 
knowing where your balance stands please 
contact me at 419-561-0263 or 
ajskeetercreek@columbus.rr.com. 

 Jan Fulton, Treasurer 

 

Thank you 
Thank you for the lovely Read, white & blue 
flower arrangement and Deacon visit, 
Connie & Duane, patriotic flowers donation 
by Tasha.  Covid 19 sure has changed our 
world.  I still get dressed and ready for 
church even though I only go over to Deb & 
Steve’s to worship on-line.  My thoughts and 
prayers are with my church family, stay safe, 
peaceful, take care. 

Air Hugs & Love, 
Dorothy Watts 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Discipleship Groups 
With all of the anxiety-producing news and 
tension in recent months, perhaps you've 
been wondering how Christians can do a 
better job of rescuing the lost and healing 
the broken.  The Gospel Comes with a House 
Key by Rosaria Champagne Butterfield is 
just the book we need for a time such as 
this.  Her book will change hearts.  It will 
challenge you to rethink what it means to 
live a Christ-centered life and practice 
"radically ordinary hospitality in our post-
Christian world."  Butterfield's conversion 
story is one only God could orchestrate and 
will leave you amazed, wishing you could go 
to her home, have a bowl of soup, and join 
the conversation with her family, neighbors, 
and friends. The ladies group will start Sept. 
8 at 6:15 at the church.  The men will begin 
on Sept. 15.  Please join us for a robust and 
meaningful fellowship.  All are welcome. 
 

 

 
 

mailto:ajskeetercreek@columbus.rr.com


 
Men’s Breakfast for August 

The guest speaker for the Men’s Breakfast 
will be Congressman Jim Jordan, 4th 
Congressional District.  State 
Representative Riordan McClain will 
lead in Opening Prayer and the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Due to the restrictions that the Bucyrus 
Community Hospital has in place, the Men’s 
Community Breakfast will be held in the 
Youth Building in the Fairgrounds.  
Breakfast will begin at 6:30 AM, Wednesday, 
August 12 at the cost of $8.00 per person.  
Ladies are welcome at this event.  Please 
RSVP Bill Denton as soon as possible at 
billdenton425@gmail.com with 
reservations. 
 

 

BORN 
Good morning!  My name is Tabetha Linn, and I 
have been a volunteer at BORN for a little over 2 
years now.  It is beneficial to fill you in on some of 
the changes that BORN is going through at this 
time.  Eliza Cole has resigned as the Executive Di-
rector of BORN.  She felt that God had asked her 
to step down.   Lisa Whited, the Office Manager 
and her husband Mike Whited, board mem-
ber/vice president of BORN have both resigned as 
well.  They both felt that it was time to move on to 
other things God has led them to.  BORN has a 
contingency plan in place that states an Interim 
Director be assigned by the Board of Directors un-
til they find and hire a new one.  I am the person 
the Board of Directors has asked to serve as the 
Interim Director and I was hired as the new Office 
Manager.  I know I have a big job ahead of me and 
would like to make it easier for the next Executive 
Director of BORN.   
Since Eliza's and Lisa's departure, I have been 
working on getting things in order to not only 
keep BORN focused and moving forward, but 
handling the daily things at the office.  Working 
with both the Board of Directors and the volun-
teers, we hope to bring new life to BORN, while 

working on repairing anything that may have 
been hindering the relationships with the 
churches, community and the people.  Our goal is 
to rebuild or repair any broken, or hurting rela-
tionships, restore communications with everyone 
and bring hope to the community.  We need to try 
to get back to the root of what BORN was created 
for and share God's Love!  I truly feel that God has 
great plans ahead for BORN and I understand 
that it won't happen overnight, but rather with 
time and patience.  I hope you can be a part of our 
future moving forward.  One of the questions I 
have been asked is if there is a way for a pas-
tor/minister to be available or on call for either 
clients or volunteers if they are needed for spir-
itual advice or counselling?  I know first hand 
how much it meant when they have come in to 
talk with them in the past.  It is such a blessing to 
have their support, leadership and counsel when 
needed! 
During this COVID-19 pandemic, the office was 
closed for a month.  On June 1, 2020, we opened 
to help clients via phone and emails.  The office 
will be opening to clients in person starting on 
July 27, 2020 using safety measures set up by the 
Health Department.  Please encourage people to 
volunteer if they are able, as we need volun-
teers.  We hope to be able to do some more fund-
raisers this fall or winter as the COVID-19 made 
the scheduled ones unable to be held this 
spring.   We were unable to cover the fair gates as 
well for a fundraiser due to lack of volunteers.  
If you have any questions, concerns, or ideas 
please feel free to call BORN at 419-562-2150 or 
email us at bucyrusborn@gmail.com.  You are 
welcome to stop by the office, Monday and Friday 
9-12 or Wednesday 1-5, or come to our board 
meetings.  Please pray for BORN, our Board of Di-
rectors and our volunteers as we move forward. 
Thank you for your patience, and prayers for 
BORN!  Have a greatly Blessed day! 

Tabby Linn, Office Manager/Interim Director 
 Bucyrus Outreach and Restoration Network 
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Kids and Young Adults 
Thank You 

Dear Church Family, 
These last few months a lot has happened for 
all of us with the Coronavirus pandemic.  It 
has given me a time to pause after finishing 
up my spring course work online and reflect 
on the changes happening to BGSU as well 
as the education institutes throughout our 
nation.  I have made the decision to change 
my major and also become a full-time 
student this summer allowing me the 
opportunity to graduate with my bachelor’s 
degree after the fall semester.  I am looking 
forward to taking a job after graduation in 
Savannah, GA with a small media company 
where I will be applying my newly acquired 
degree working as a production designer.  
The scholarship monies I have received have 
been a tremendous blessing with the 
expenses of college and helping me move 
forward.  I would also like to thank the 
church family for all the encouragement they 
have provided over the years for me to 
succeed in college.                   Phylicia Dishon 

 

 

Heading back to School 

In Uncertain Times. 
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