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Exalting Christ.

Denying Ourselves.

Loving our Neighbors.

The Place for Politics, and Keeping Politics in Its Place
It’s that time of year again…
Front and center on every newspaper and news program rings the all-too-familiar message of American
politics. Very little is as divisive in our culture as politics. With the general election approaching soon, I
think it might be helpful to throw out a few reminders as we consider how we engage in politics, and
how we allow politics to engage us.
1) Jesus is king. This is the first, and primary, reality we should always remember. Regardless
of how the world may appear around us, we must remember who is ultimately in charge, and
where our true allegiance lies. The church doesn’t need a politician to protect us—we have the
sovereign king of the universe.
2) Our citizenship is in heaven. Christians are called sojourners and aliens in the earthly
realm. Therefore, our call is to engage in our heavenly tasks first, being a witness and ambassador for the Kingdom of God on earth. Too often, we engage in politics as if the future of the
church depends on it. Remember, Jesus said that the gates of Hell will not prevail against the
church (Matthew 16:18).
3) No politician is our messiah. As humans, politicians are sinners, full of errors and contradictions, and guilty of self-seeking ambitions. Yet, so often Christians (of any political persuasion) are found defending them without exception, sometimes even justifying the sinful behavior they see. This is a dangerous attitude and practice. Not only does it weaken our moral witness, but it also cheapens the goodness and holiness of God. There is only one Messiah, and
only one who can save us—Jesus.
4) Our enemies are not flesh and blood. The goal of the Christian in this life is not to win the
political battle against “the other side.” Those people become our enemies, and we pour our
time and energy into converting them to our political party, which has no power to save us. Our
true enemies are the principalities of darkness, the spiritual forces of evil, our own sin, and Satan himself. If American Christians spent as much time bearing witness to the gospel as they
did debating politics, who knows how many people would actually hear the truth of the gospel
for the first time!
5) A political platform is not biblical doctrine. This shouldn’t be confusing, but it so often
is. I have seen scripture twisted and manipulated to the point of it being unrecognizable in order to defend their political party’s platform. No political party is fully composed of truth or error. To confuse a political platform with essential doctrine of the Christian faith is a dangerous
game.
6) A political party does not define the Church. “You’re not really a Christian if you support
_______.” This idea adds to biblical definition of faith and salvation. Yes, there are biblical
frameworks and structures that should shape how we feel and act (and vote!), but to lay a
charge against someone concerning their eternal state based on a political decision is preaching
a different gospel.

Jesus commanded us, “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness…” Our mindset should always be asking, “How can I lead people into the knowledge of Jesus as king and savior first.” It is only
from that point that we can begin engaging the world (and even politics) in a way that is shaped by the
gospel. Let us keep the first things first. Let us be a people of Good News, not “good” politics.
For His Kingdom,
Rev. Jeremy McNeill
First Presbyterian Church
Bucyrus, OH

Group and Committee Dates
Please check with the Host or Committee
Chairperson for information.

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee will continue to correspond by email through
September.
Deacons Meeting
The Deacons will meet Wednesday, September 9, @ 5:00 PM in
Fellowship Hall.
Session Meeting
The Session meeting will be on Thursday, September 17, @ 6:00 PM in
Fellowship Hall.

Presbyterian Men
The Presbyterian Men's group meets each Friday @ 7:00 AM, at the Pelican. All
men of FPC are invited to attend.
Discipleship Groups
Women’s Discipleship group has resumed and will be meeting September 8 & 22, at
6:00 PM for prayer and discussion at 6:30. Men’s Discipleship group will meet on
September 15 & 29, at 7:00 PM. Both groups are meeting at the church.

Worship Service is available on the website or live on Facebook
www.firstpresbucyrus.org

Happy Birthday
3 Gary Irwin
4 Joe Collene
8 Judy Rhode
13 Susan Irwin, Peyton Bardon
22 Duane Watts
23 Levi Diebler
27 Joe Kilgore
28 Judy Diederich
30 Sammy Rager

Happy Anniversary
6 Tom and Sandy Britton,
Brian and Megan Plantner
21 Tim and Brenda Mutchler
Deacon of the month: Gennie Rios
Elder of the month: Al Fulton

Greeters
06 – Dave & Debbie Hablitzel
13 – Tom & Vicki Ahlefeld
20 – Tom & Sandy Britton
27 – Mark & Marcia Dishon

Flowers
06 – Al & Michelle Bacon
13 – Tami Robinson
20 – Judy Rhode
27 – Lori Rager

Surgery, Injury, and/or Recuperating:
Chet Johnston, Don Reed, Norm Campbell,
Brenda Mutchler, Duane Watts, Joyce Hahn,
Marv Hauenstein, Judy Eichhorn,
Shut-Ins:
Mary Lou Hastings, Sue Headley, Glenn Gibson,
Grace Kearns, Mary Kiess, Marcia Dobbins
Rodger and Jenni Murphy
Cancer
Nancy Crum
Annette Cheney, a friend of Kathy Bardon
Jay Owen, Barb Price’s Son
Crosby Hieber, 5 years old, great grandson of
Mary Kiess
Steve Hoover
Bruce Betz, Kelli Patterson’s stepdad
Ann Pokopac, Kathy Bardon's sister
Ellen Andrews, Kathy Bardon’s cousin
Bruce Price, Dan's brother
Ruthie Robinson, friend of Gennie Rios
Members, Family and Friends of Members:
Kaori Holmes
Joe Kilgore’s Grandmother, Sue
Bill Irwin, Gary Irwin’s brother
Jim Hunt, Music Director at St. Pauls
Jamie Carver, Bucyrus Police Officer
Sylvia Lane, Kelli Patterson’s grandmother
Jo Anne Johns, Donna Watts’s mom
Florence Cooper, Vickie Ahlefeld's mother
Sandy Will, Carrie Diebler's mother
Bob Downing
Military:
John T. Ballinger III, Cody Gibson, Keagan Rios,
Levi Diebler, Daron Watts, Zach Wilson, Brydan
Lohr

First Presbyterian News
Session for August 20
Christian Education – Adult Education is
continuing with their series on John. See
below for Discipleship information.
Congregational Life – Discussing ideas
for new and exciting events. If anyone has
any ideas please contact Duane Watts.
Mission – Kathy Byrne will be the Session
representative for Mission.

Mission
"I have contacted the Mission Team, who
served last year, July 2019 - June 2020. Debbie Hablitzel is stepping off the Team for now,
but will attend her last meeting, on September 12th. Active Elder Kathy Byrne, is going
to join as Session Representative. Kathy Bardon, Gary Irwin, Barb Price, Tom Heminger,
Gennie Rios, Jeri Hargis are willing to serve
again. Plans for a Meeting September 12th. A
Operation Christmas Child, Shoebox virtual
workshop is being watched at 7pm. Where
and When to be decided.....And National
Collection Week is Nov. 16–23, 2020.
Sincerely,
Debbie Hablitzel "

Discipleship
The Men & Women Discipleship groups will
be reading The Gospel Comes with a House
Key. The Women’s group will resume their
meetings on September 8th at 6:15 and the
Men will resume on September 15th at 7:00.
All are welcome to join these groups at the
church.

Revelation Series
If you are enjoying the series on Revelation,
here is an estimate on the sermon text we
will be following if you would like to read
ahead:
09/06 – Revelation 2:8-17
09/13 – Revelation 2:18-29
09/20 – Revelation 3:1-6
09/27 – Revelation 3:7-13

Kids and Young Adults
Crawford County Back-Pack
Program
The Crawford County Back-Pack program
provides a back-pack full of food on Friday’s
for kids that may not have anything to eat on
the weekends. They originally started with
Bucyrus city schools and were doing 70-80
backpacks a week. This year they have
added county schools and find there is a
need for approximately 300 backpacks a
week. There are pamphlets at the back of the
church for anyone wanting more
information or to make a donation.
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