
The Presbyterian 

A Newsletter of the First Presbyterian Church 

125 South Poplar Street, Bucyrus, OH  44820 

March 2021 

 

Exalting Christ.     Denying Ourselves.   Loving our Neighbors. 

 

 

What is Lent? 

                Religiosity has made the season of Lent a moralistic and empty act of piety. Many Christians 
seek to remember the sufferings of Jesus by giving up some simple pleasure for 40 days, or refrain 
from eating any meat but fish on Fridays. Those sorts of minimal actions somehow make us feel like 
we are “participating in the sufferings of Christ.” If you were at our Ash Wednesday service, we dis-
cussed the “Parable of the Prodigal Son,” which is not a very accurate title. Really, it’s a story about two 
sons, both equally lost an alienated from their father. Both sons wanted the father’s things, but they 
didn’t want the father. The younger son tried to get the father’s things by outright rebellion and rejec-
tion of his father. The older son tried to get the father’s things by keeping all the rules and being a 
“very good boy.” But, both sons had the same heart: neither loved the father, nor wanted a relationship 
with him. Both sons were lost, and both sons needed the father to come to them and bring them into 
the family.  

                During Lent, a time when we remember our frailty, mortality, and our sin, it is easy for us to 
think of those “big sins” for which we need to confess. Those outward sins are the obvious reminders 
of our need of forgiveness and the hope of Easter. Yet, there is an equally dangerous, but more insidi-
ous, sin that many of us rarely glance at: our self-righteousness. For many, Lent becomes a self-right-
eous act that we participate in to boost our own standing before others and to convince ourselves that 
we are in good standing before God. For others, the season of Lent (or any serious consideration of our 
sin) is ignored altogether because “it doesn’t matter what I do, it’s my life anyways.” There’s nothing 
magical about Lent. But, it does serve as a reminder for us, whether we are the older brother lost in our 
self-righteousness, or the younger brother lost in our self-pleasure. And that reminder is this: we are 
sinners in need of a Savior. We are sinners who can bring nothing to the table of God’s grace. We are 
sinners whose best deeds are stained through and through with impure motives. We are sinners at the 
mercy of the Father to welcome us into the feast.  

                Lent is a time for us to take our sin seriously. Of course, we should always take our sin seri-
ously. But the reason we participate in Lent leading up to Good Friday is this: that long season of dark-
ness (where we reflect on our own sin, shortcomings, and self-righteousness) create good soil in our 
hearts to know more deeply and fully why Jesus had to die. The less sin grieves us, the less the cross 
amazes us. The Gospel is free to sinners, but was costly for Jesus. I will end with these words from one 
of my favorite hymns, “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”: 

Behold the Man upon the cross;  
My sin upon his shoulders.  
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers.  
It was my sin that held him there 
Until it was accomplished.  
His dying breath has brought me life;  
I know that it is finished.      



For His Kingdom,  
Rev. Jeremy McNeill 
First Presbyterian Church 
Bucyrus, OH 

Group and Committee Dates 

Please check with the  
Committee Chairperson for information. 

 

Deacons Meeting 
The Deacons will meet Wednesday, March 10, @ 5:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Finance Committee 
The Finance Committee will meet Monday, March 15 @ 4:15 PM. 

 

Session Meeting 
The Session meeting will be on Thursday, March 18, @ 6:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Table Toppers 
The Table Toppers meet Wednesday afternoons at 2:30 until 5:00.  All ages are welcome to 
join in for an afternoon of board games and card games.  Bring your snacks and beverage. 
 

Presbyterian Men 
The Presbyterian Men's group meets each Friday @ 7:00 AM, at the Pelican.  All men of 
FPC are invited to attend. 

 

Discipleship Groups 
Men – March 2, Chapter 7  
Ladies – March 9, Chapter 7   
Men - March 16, Chapter 8  
Ladies – March 23, Chapter 8 
Men – March 30, Chapter 9 
 

 

 
 

Remember to set your clocks 

Ahead on March 14!  
 



 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
2 Kaitlyn Bardon  

Chance Hablitzel 
 5 Danny Nickler  
 21 Sabrina Kohls 
 23 Al Williams  

24 Sandy Britton  
Wanda Sharrock 

 25 Cindy Inscho 
 29 Chase Eyster 
 31 Davi McNeill   

  

 

Anniversaries 
25 Wayne and Julie Pelter 

 31 Dave and Deb Hablitzel 

 

 

Flowers 
 07 –  
 14 –  
 21 – Carrie Diebler 
 28 -   

 

 

 

Liturgist 
 07 – Tami Robinson 
 14 – Debbie Hablitzel 
 21 – Marcia Stout 
 28 – Carrie Diebler 
  

 
 

Deacon for March: Jan Fulton 
Elder for March: Duane Watts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Urgent Prayers 
Betty Hauenstein, Duane Watts, Anya Schell, Crosby 

Hieber, 5 years old, great grandson of Mary Kiess, 

Jay Owen, Barb Price’s Son  

  

Shut-Ins: 
Mary Lou Hastings, Sue Headley, Glenn Gibson, 

Grace Kearns, Marcia Dobbins 

Rodger and Jenni Murphy 

 

Cancer 

Nancy Crum 

Annette Cheney, a friend of Kathy Bardon 

Ann Pokopac, Kathy Bardon's sister 

Ellen Andrews, Kathy Bardon’s cousin 

Bruce Price, Dan's brother 

Ruthie Robinson, friend of Gennie Rios 

  

Members, Family and Friends of Members: 

Norm Campbell 

Kaori Holmes,  

Marv Hauenstein 

Judy Eichhorn 

Gary Hess, Friend of Kelli Patterson 

Joe Kilgore’s Grandmother, Sue 

Bill Irwin, Gary Irwin’s brother 

Sylvia Lane, Kelli Patterson’s grandmother 

Jo Anne Johns, Donna Watts’s mom 

Florence Cooper, Vickie Ahlefeld's mother 

Sandy Will, Carrie Diebler's mother 

 

Military: 
John T. Ballinger III, Cody Gibson, Keagan Rios, 

Levi Diebler, Daron Watts, Zach Wilson, Brydan 

Lohr 

 
 

Special Prayer Request 
Please keep the family of Joyce Hahn, as well as 
her close friend Glenn Holdcraft, in your prayers 

for her passing. 
 

 
 

 

 

 



First Presbyterian News 
 

 
Revelation Series 

If you are enjoying the series on Revelation, 
here is an estimate on the sermon text we 
will be following if you would like to read 
ahead: 
 03/07 Revelation 18 
 03/14 Revelation 19:1-10 
 03/21 Revelation 19:11-21 
 03/28 Revelation 20:1-6 
   
Services are still available on-line and on 
Facebook. 

 

The Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee is looking for 
volunteers to serve a three (3)-year-term for 
either the Board of Session or the Board of 
Deacons 
  
New terms will begin July 1, 2021 but, we 
would like to finalize our slate of candidates 
as soon as possible 
To express your willingness (and/or to ask 
questions) -- please contact Nominating 
Chair AL FULTON at 419-563-8277 or by 
email:  afulton@rrohio.com. 
  
Please give prayerful consideration to how 
you can best serve our Lord God and this 
church family, if not on one of these commit-
tees, in some other fashion. 
  
We would love to see each of you actively 
share in our ministry -- thank you ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mission Team 

 
Blanket Fund 

 The Mission Committee would like to thank 
everyone for helping them raise $330.00 for 
Church World Service Blanket Fund this 
year. Thank you all for helping us provide 34 
blankets for those in need. 

The Mission Committee 
 
 

 

Young Adults 

2021 Scholarship 

Applications 
The 2021 Scholarship Applications are 
available on the home page of the 
First Presbyterian web page or you 
can pick a copy up in the office. 

 

 
 

mailto:afulton@rrohio.com.


 
Easter Flowers 

2021Easter Flowers Order Form 
This year we will be purchasing Easter flowers 
from Flowers and Fancies.  Flowers available are 
Easter lilies, tulips, hyacinths, and daffodils. You 
may choose the color of hyacinths.  Orders must 
be in by Sunday, March 15th.  Checks should 
be made out to the church and payment is 
appreciated with your order.  If you have any 
questions, please call me at 419-561-0263.   

Thank you!  Jan Fulton 
 
 
Name ______________________________ 
 
Phone ___________________________ 
 
 

 Qty ____ Easter lily  ($10.50)               $______    

Qty ____ Tulips Mix colors ($9.00)    $ _____                        

Qty ____ Daffodils   ($9.00)                 $ ______ 

Qty ____ Hyacinths ($9.00)                 $ _____ 

 Hyacinths: 

 Purple #____  Pink #____  White  #____ 

Order Total     $__________ 

 
In Memory of: 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

In Honor of: 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

I will take my flowers home ______ 
 
Please give to a shut-in ______     
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 

P.O. Box 67 

Bucyrus, Ohio 44820 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


