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Exalting Christ.     Denying Ourselves.   Loving our Neighbors. 

 

 

Everyone Serving Somewhere 
  
 Have you ever been part of a group where a few people were pulling all the weight, and everyone 
else reaped the benefits? I remember a couple of people when I was in school who would charm their 
way into the smart kid group and then do the bare minimum, and end up with a really good grade on 
the group project. But it doesn’t just happen in schools. It happens in almost every organization where 
groups of people have to work together. Some people naturally take charge, and others think that means 
they don’t have to get their hands dirty. When this occurs, one of two things happen: either (1) the ma-
jority learns that the minority is willing to do the work, so they take a back seat, or (2) those doing the 
work burn out, and the work doesn’t get done. Neither of these things are good.  
 The church is to be radically different from this. The New Testament uses several illustrations to 
describe the church. Paul says the church is a body, that though it is made of different parts, are all 
united together, and each part performs its function. Peter says the church is a spiritual house built with 
living stones so that spiritual sacrifices can be made to God. In both pictures scripture paints for us, we 
see the necessity of each individual serving the whole for the health and mission of the church to move 
forward.  
  So, our goal moving forward is this: Everyone Serving Somewhere. Yes, you read that correctly. 
In order to fire on all cylinders, as it were, we need every single person to find a place to serve the vision 
and mission of the church. The future health and vitality of our church depends on it. If only a few people 
continue to serve, the end results will be disappointing. But what if every single member of First Pres-
byterian decided, “My church is a priority. Spreading the Gospel is essential. And God does not have an 
A-squad and a B-squad. My church family needs me”? That would transform not only our church, but 
our community.  
 God doesn’t need anything. But he calls every believer to serve in some compacity. God gives 
each believer Spiritual Gifts to use for his glory and for the edification of the church. There are plenty of 
Spiritual Gift surveys floating around out there, but finding out how God has gifted you for service to his 
kingdom doesn’t have to be complicated. Do this assessment: 

1)  What help does my local church need? There are all kinds of needs—ministry needs 

(teaching, preaching, etc.), serving needs (widows, orphans, elderly, parents, children, single 

mothers, etc.), and administrative needs (recruiting, organizing, planning, etc.) 

2) Once you understand the needs of the church, pray, and pray often. Ask God to 

show you particular places you can serve. Ask the leadership if you can pray with them for the 

needs of the church. Pray for the leadership to have wisdom and discernment.  

3) Ask yourself, “What do I enjoy doing?” Serving the church does not have to be miserable. 

God has gifted each of us, and we usually find joy in doing what he gifted us to do. Isn’t that 

just like God? This doesn’t mean that you may not need to serve somewhere you may not be 

immediately passionate about, but if you love the Lord and are growing in grace, serving the 

church will bring you joy.  

4) Seek godly counsel. Ask mature and faithful Christians to point out ways that God has gifted 

you, and how you can serve the church more faithfully.  



5) 5) Do something! That’s right… don’t just sit there. Jump in and do something! You don’t 

have to wait until you know exactly what your gifts are to serve. Just serve! “Oh, there’s a need 

here. I’ll jump in and do that.” Who knows, you may actually discover that you really enjoy it.  

Here is a list of the spiritual gifts of the church, and how they apply to the church today. Read over them 
and see which ones resonate with you: 
Leadership - Leadership aids the body by leading and directing members to accomplish the goals and 
purposes of the church. Leadership motivates people to work together in unity toward common goals 
(Rom. 12:8).  
Administration - Persons with the gift of administration lead the body by steering others to remain 
on task. Administration enables the body to organize according to God-given purposes and long-term 
goals (1 Cor. 12:28).  
Teaching - Teaching is instructing members in the truths and doctrines of God’s Word for the purposes 
of building up, unifying, and maturing the body (1 Cor. 12:28; Rom. 12:7; Eph. 4:11).  
Knowledge - The gift of knowledge manifests itself in teaching and training in discipleship. It is the 
God-given ability to learn, know, and explain the precious truths of God’s Word. A word of knowledge 
is a Spirit-revealed truth (1 Cor. 12:28).  
Wisdom - Wisdom is the gift that discerns the work of the Holy Spirit in the body and applies His 
teachings and actions to the needs of the body (1 Cor. 12:28).  
Prophecy - The gift of prophecy is proclaiming the Word of God boldly. This builds up the body and 
leads to conviction of sin. Prophecy manifests itself in preaching and teaching (1 Cor. 12:10; Rom. 12:6).  
Discernment - Discernment aids the body by recognizing the true intentions of those within or related 
to the body. Discernment tests the message and actions of others for the protection and well-being of 
the body (1 Cor. 12:10). 
Exhortation - Possessors of this gift encourage members to be involved in and enthusiastic about the 
work of the Lord. Members with this gift are good counselors and motivate others to service. Exhortation 
exhibits itself in preaching, teaching, and ministry (Rom. 12:8). 
Shepherding - The gift of shepherding is manifested in persons who look out for the spiritual welfare 
of others. Although pastors, like shepherds, do care for members of the church, this gift is not limited to 
a pastor or staff member (Eph. 4:11).  
Faith - Faith trusts God to work beyond the human capabilities of the people. Believers with this gift 
encourage others to trust in God in the face of apparently insurmountable odds (1 Cor. 12:9).  
Evangelism - God gifts his church with evangelists to lead others to Christ effectively and enthusiasti-
cally. This gift builds up the body by adding new members to its fellowship (Eph. 4:11).  
Apostleship - The church sends apostles from the body to plant churches or be missionaries. Apostles 
motivate the body to look beyond its walls in order to carry out the Great Commission (1 Cor. 12:28; 
Eph. 4:11).  
Service/Helps - Those with the gift of service/helps recognize practical needs in the body and joyfully 
give assistance to meeting those needs. Christians with this gift do not mind working behind the scenes 
(1 Cor. 12:28; Rom. 12:7).  
Mercy - Cheerful acts of compassion characterize those with the gift of mercy. Persons with this gift aid 
the body by empathizing with hurting members. They keep the body healthy and unified by keeping 
others aware of the needs within the church (Rom. 12:8).  
Giving - Members with the gift of giving give freely and joyfully to the work and mission of the body. 
Cheerfulness and liberality are characteristics of individuals with this gift (Rom. 12:8).  
Hospitality - Those with this gift have the ability to make visitors, guests, and strangers feel at ease. 
They often use their home to entertain guests. Persons with this gift integrate new members into the 
body (1 Pet. 4:9) 

 

 

 

 



Group and Committee Dates 

Please check with the  
Committee Chairperson for information. 

 

Mission Team 
The Mission Team will meet on Saturday, October 9th, at 9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Deacon’s Meeting 
The Deacons will meet on Wednesday, October 13th, @ 5:00 in the parlor. 

 

Finance Committee 
The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday, October 19th, at 4:45 PM. 

 

Gamma Delta 
Gamma Delta will meet Thursday, October 21st, @ 12:30 PM at Bob Evans. Guests are 
welcome to join. 

 

Session Meeting 
The Session meeting will be on Thursday, October 21st, @ 6:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Table Toppers 
The Table Toppers meet Wednesday afternoons at 2:30 until 5:00.  All ages are welcome to 
join in for an afternoon of board games and card games.  Bring your snacks and beverage. 
 

Presbyterian Men 
The Presbyterian Men's group meets each Friday @ 7:00 AM, at the Pelican.  All men of 
FPC are invited to attend. 

 

 

Discipleship Groups 
 “Mere Christianity” by C.S. Lewis 

Ladies will meet on October 5th and 19th @ 6:15 PM 
Men will meet on October 12th and 26th @ 7:00 PM 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Happy Birthday 
1 Charles Rager 
4 Sue Headley   
9 Leon Diebler 
10 Marcia Burkhart 
17 Marcia Stout 
23 Austin Britton, Anya Schell 
28 Tiffany West 
30 Oak McNeill 
 

Anniversaries 
24 Randy and Cindy Inscho 

 

Flowers 
03 – Tasha Nickler 
10 -  Mutchler 
17 – Tami Robinson 
24 – Tami Robinson 
31 – Tami Robinson 

 

 

Liturgist 
03 – Tami Robinson 
10 – Debbie Hablitzel 
17 – Marcia Stout 
24 – Dave Hablitzel 
31 – Carrie Diebler 
  

 

Greeters 
03 – Tasha Nickler & Kelli Patterson 
10 – Dave & Deb Hablitzel 
17 – Carol Griffith & Kathy Byrne 
24 – Carrie Diebler & Janet Kohls 
31 – Dave & Deb Hablitzel 
 

 
 
Deacon for October: Vicki Ahlefeld  
Elder for 0ctober: Tom Britton 

 

 

Special Prayers 
Craig Hargis, Josette (Hahn) Mok, Duane Watts, 

Crosby Hieber 

  

Shut-Ins: 
Mary Lou Hastings, Sue Headley, Glenn Gibson, 

Grace Kearns, Marcia Dobbins 

 

Cancer 

Jay Owen, Barb Price’s Son  

Dan Black, friend of Al Bacon 

Jennifer Barnes, friend of Connie Watts 

Nancy Crum 

Annette Cheney, a friend of Kathy Bardon 

Ellen Andrews, Kathy Bardon’s cousin 

Bruce Price, Dan’s brother 

Ruthie Robinson, friend of Gennie Rios 

  

Members, Family and Friends of Members: 

Ben Hubble, family of Al and Jan Fulton 

Marv Hauenstein 

Anya Schell  

Judy Eichhorn 

Gary Hess, Friend of Kelli Patterson 

Bill Irwin, Gary Irwin’s brother 

Sylvia Lane, Kelli Patterson’s grandmother 

Jo Anne Johns, Donna Watts’s mom 

Florence Cooper, Vickie Ahlefeld’s mother 

Sandy Will, Carrie Diebler’s mother 

 

Military: 
John T. Ballinger III, Cody Gibson, Keagan Rios, 

Levi Diebler, Zach Wilson, Brydan Lohr 

 

 

 



First Presbyterian News 
 

Series on the Holy Spirit 

  Oct 3- Sanctified in the Spirit 
  Oct 10- The Comforter 
  Oct 17- The Spirit in the Church 
  Oct 24- The Seal of God 

 

Kudos and Updates from Jan: 

 LED Sanctuary Screen Project 
WOW!!! It appears that we met our pledge 
goal of $9,000.00 for the LED Sanctu-
ary Screen Project!  Now that all pledge 
cards have been received, we ask that your 
pledge be completed by October 31, 
2021.  When all monies are in, we will place 
our order and get this project under way.  
Thank you to everyone for prayerfully consid-
ering this worthwhile project and responding 
so positively.   

 

            
On Saturday, October 16th, the Dea-

cons will be participating in the city-wide 
SPOOKTACULAR at Aumiller Park from 
4:00 – 7:00 pm.  This is a great event, be-
cause it enables area children to celebrate 
Halloween in a safe environment with lots of 
fun activities.  There are games, prizes to win, 
contests, food and beverages are provided. 
They get to parade their cute costumes AND 
fill their bags with treats from all of us.  Vari-
ous organizations reserve spots to set up their 
own treat-giving stations.  Our church will 
have an area where we can all back our cars 
in, open our Halloween decorated trunks and 
join in the fun.  Please wear a costume if you 
feel so inclined.  That just adds to the fun for 
us, as well as the children!  We’ll need many 
candy donations, and we’d like to know if 
you’ll be opening your trunk or just joining in 
with us…so check out the sign-up sheet in the 
back of the church.  We’ll advertise who we 

are with signage, and sealed treats can also be 
put in baggies with a note saying how glad we 
are that they visited us at SPOOKTACULAR.  
Please join us in this fun outreach project. 

 

   
 
The Deacons will be hosting a CHILI 
COOK-OFF on Sunday, November 7th, im-
mediately following the worship service.  We 
will provide corn bread, crackers, salads, des-
serts and beverages.  We’re hoping many of 
you will provide a pot of your delicious chili.  
We’ll all sample the different chilies and vote 
on the best.  You’ll probably want to bring 
your recipe with you…unless it’s a family se-
cret.  Wait….we’re your FPC family…bring the 
recipe!!  Take-home containers of leftover 
chili will be available for purchase with mon-
ies going to the work of our Deacons.  There 
will be a sign-up sheet in the back of the 
church for you to let us know that you are en-
tering the contest.  Ink this in on your calen-
dar!!!  We’re OVERDUE for a social gathering, 
and NO ONE wants to miss out on Presbyter-
ian cooking!!! 
 

Jan Fulton, 419/561-0263  
 

Deacon’s Offering 
Thank you all for your generous offering for 
the Deacon’s on September 19, we raised 
$118 to help them with all they do for the 
church.  This is truly appreciated. 
     

 
 



Mission Team 
The Mission Team will meet Saturday, 
October 9, @ 9:30 AM. Deb Hablitzel has 
volunteered to be the Chairperson with Barb 
Price as the Financial Assistant. 

 
Operation Christmas Shoebox 

The Shoebox Program collections will 
begin October 31st through November 

14th, (3 weeks).   Plenty of empty shoe boxes 
are available in the back of the sanctuary and 
ready to be filled.  Filled boxes will be stored 
in the library room to the right of the piano. 
There are also envelopes in the pews if you 

would like to make a donation toward the 
purchase of items for additional shoeboxes. 

 

Mere Christianity 

Meeting schedule for the Ladies 
 
October 5 – Book 3:  “The Three Parts of 
Morality” and “The ‘Cardinal Virtues’” 
October 19 – Book 3:  “Social Morality” 
and “Morality and Psychoanalysis” 
 

 

 
Men’s Community Breakfast 

The Men’s breakfast will take place at the 
"Trillium Event Center" located at 1630 
East Southern Avenue in Bucyrus 
on Wednesday, October 13th, 2021 at 
7:00 am.  There will be a Full Breakfast for 
only $9.00 per person, cash only.  Ladies are 
more than welcome to attend as well.   
RSVP to 419-503-9977.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Bill Denton. 
Guest Speaker, Bill Conley has had a distin-
guished career as a Football Player, Coach, 

Recruiter, Educator, Football Analyst, Author 
and Motivational Speaker.  Bill played for 
Coach Woody Hayes and later as an Assistant 
Coach & Recruiting Coordinator for Coaches 
Earle Bruce, John Cooper, & Jim Tressel.  
Coach Conley played on two National Cham-
pionship teams as a Buckeye and Coached on 
the 2002 Ohio State Squad that defeated the 
University of Miami in the Fiesta Bowl to win 
another National Championship. 
ESPN recognized Coach Conley as the num-
ber one College Coordinator in the Country.   
Conley has also authored a best-selling book 
entitled Buckeye Bumper Crops which gives 
incite into the world of college football re-
cruiting. 
 

 

Thank You 
Dear First Presbyterian Mission Fund: 
On behalf of the Crawford County Council 
on Aging Board of Trustees and staff, I 
would like to thank you for your generous 
donation to the Home Delivered Meals pro-
gram. With the help of your donation, ser-
vices will be expanded for older adults lining 
in Crawford County. 
Please accept our sincere gratitude for this 
thoughtful Donation.  

Cassie Herschler, 
Executive Director 
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